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Born in Rome on 2nd March 1959. 
Nationality: Italian 
 
 
Current position  
Senior researcher at the University of Copenhagen, Centre for Language Technology (CST) 
 
Education  
1997:  PhD in computational linguistics at the University of Copenhagen. Title of the-

sis: The Treatment of Information Structure in Machine Translation. Reviewers: 
Elisabet Engdahl and Eva Hajičová. 

1988:  Master’s in English (major) and Computational Linguistics (subsidiary subject) 
at the University of Copenhagen. 

1981:  Laurea in Modern Languages and Literatures at the University of Rome 
(English and Russian). 

1977: Diploma in Classical Studies at Liceo Mamiani in Rome. 
 
Personal grants  
2008: 3-year grant from the Danish Research Council for the project “Verbal and 

bodily communication”. 
2002:  3-year grant from the Carlsberg Foundation in Copenhagen for the project 

“Information Structure in Danish”. 
1992:  EU (then CEC) research grant for a one-year study of discourse phenomena in 

machine translation. 
 
Research positions 
1991-  :  Employed as a researcher by Center for Sprogteknologi, senior researcher since 

April 1999.  
1992:  Guest researcher at the Centre for Cognitive Science at the University of 
Edinburgh. 
1987-1990:  Employed as a researcher by the MT project Eurotra-DK 
 
Research projects and tasks 
 
Selected projects and tasks at CST (1991-2009) 
Current: 
- Nordic project NOMCO: CST coordinator, responsible for the creation of a multimodal 

resource for Danish as well as investigations based on this resource. 
- Project “Verbal and bodily communication”: fundraiser and main researcher, responsible 

for the development of theories and corpora on multimodal communication. 
-  
Completed: 



- Project “Information Structure in Danish”: fundraiser and main researcher, responsible 
for the development of a model of information structure for the Danish language. 

- EU-funded MOSES project: main fundraiser and CST project manager, responsible for 
the analysis of Danish queries in the context of a methodology for ontology-based 
annotation and search of data on university Web sites.  

- Nordic network MUMIN, on multimodal interfaces: main fundraiser and coordinator. 
- Danish research project OntoQuery, on ontology based information retrieval: responsible 

for design and development of syntactic and semantic analysis. 
- Danish research project “The Staging of Virtual 3D-Spaces”: CST project manager for 

CST, and responsible for the design and implementation of the natural language dialogue 
component of a multimedia application. 

- GRASP project: project manager and responsible for the design and development of 
Danish grammars in the HPSG and LFG frameworks. 

- EU-funded SCARRIE project, on spelling and grammar checking: responsible for Danish 
grammar development and the establishment of a general evaluation methodology. 

- EU-funded LCC (Language Consulting Centre) project:  contributions to seminars on 
language technology aimed at Danish industry. 

- EU-funded TEMAA project (A Testbed Study of Evaluation Methodologies: Authoring 
Aids): CST project manager. 

- PaTrans MT project: adaptation of the Eurotra English grammars for a commercial MT 
system. 

 
Tasks at Eurotra-DK (1987-1990) 
- Design and implementation of substantial parts of the Danish analysis and generation 

grammars. 
- Implementation of Italian-Danish transfer component. 
- Coordination of the Special Group of Interest on Preference, which designed the Eurotra 

preference mechanism. 
 
Previous work experience 
 
1985-1989:  Part time teacher in Italian literature at Copenhagen Business School. 
1985-1987:  Teacher of Italian at the Studieskolen, Copenhagen. 
1983-1986:  Teacher of Italian at AOF, Copenhagen 
1982-1987:  Teacher of Italian at HOF, Copenhagen 
1981-1982:  Freelance translator English-Italian.  
1980-1982:  Teacher of English at the Oxford Institute in Rome.  
 
Recent administrative experience 
 
Current tasks: 
Member of HumanT, think tank of the Faculty of Humanities  
Member of the advisory group of the Centre for IT Innovation at the University of 
Copenhagen 
Staff representative in the CST advisory board 
Deputy member of study committee at the Department of Danish Studies and Linguistics 
Scientific coordinator of Master’s programme in IT and Cognition 
 



Recent tasks: 
2008 Chair of assessment committee concerning an assistant professorship at CST. 
2007 Chair of study committee responsible for the creation of the Master’s 

programme in IT and Cognition at the University of Copenhagen. The 
programme, launched in the Autumn 2007, is an interdisciplinary initiative 
involving the Institute of Nordic Studies and Linguistics, the Institute of 
Psychology and the Institute of Computer Science. 

 Member of assessment committee concerning an assistant professorship at the 
IT University of Copenhagen 

 
Selected teaching experience 
 
Current teaching: 
Courses in language technology, neurolinguistics, information search and multimodal 
communication for the Master’s programme It og Cognition at the University of Copenhagen. 
Earlier teaching: 
Graduate and postgraduate courses in formal semantics at the University of Copenhagen, and 
machine translation at the Copenhagen Business School. Courses on multimodality at several 
Nordic PhD schools. 
Other: 
External examination reviewer (censor) for the University of Copenhagen, the Copenhagen 
Business School and the University of Southern Denmark. 
 
Workshop organisation and demonstrations 
 
- Workshop on Multimodal Communication at Nodalida 2009, Odense (Denmark). 
- Workshop on Multimodal Corpora at LREC2008, Marrakesh (Morocco). 
- Workshop on Multimodal Corpora at LREC2006, Genoa (Italy).  
- MUMIN workshop on Annotation of Multimodal Corpora, KTH in Stockholm (SE), June 

2004. 
- Ontolex 2004 workshop at LREC2004, Lisbon (Portugal). 
- Workshop on Multimodal Corpora at LREC2004, Lisbon (Portugal). 
- 1st Nordic Symposium on Multimodal Communication, Marienlyst (Denmark) under the 

sponsorship of the MUMIN network, 2003. 
- Workshop and PhD course on multimodality, MUMIN network, Tampere (Finland), 

2002. 
 
Programme committees 
 
- 17th Nordic Conference of Computational Linguistics NODALIDA, Odense 2009. 
- 11th Conference of the Italian Association for Artificial Intelligence (AI*IA ’09), Reggio 

Emilia 2009. 
- 16th Nordic Conference of Computational Linguistics NODALIDA, Tartu 2007. 
 
Editorial work and reviewing 
 
Conference paper reviews: 
- LREC 2008, Marrakesh 2008 
- LREC 2006, Genoa 2006 



- 19th International Joint Conference on Artificial Intelligence, Edinburgh 2005. 
- LREC 2004, Lisbon 2004 
- Annual Conference of the Association of Computational Linguistics ACL ‘04, Barcelona 

2004. 
- 5th International Conference on Multimodal Interfaces (ICMI-PUI'03), Nov. 5-7th 2003. 
- FQAS 2002 (Flexible Question Answering Systems), Copenhagen, October 2002. 
- FQAS 2000 (Flexible Question Answering Systems), Warsaw, October 2000. 

 
Editorial boards: 
- Nordic European Journal of Language Technology 
- Special number of Journal of Linguistic Resources on Multimodal Corpora 
- Post-proceedings for various workshops (cf workshop organization)  
 
Selected journal reviews: 
Acta Linguistica Hafnensia, Nordic Journal of Linguistics, Journal of Language Resources 
and Evalution 
 
Project reviews: 
Several projects for the Nordic Research Council and the EU Commission 
 
 
Scientific associations 
 
Association of Computational Linguistics, Copenhagen Linguistic Circle, Italian Association 
of Artificial Intelligence. 
 
 
Languages 
 
Italian (mother tongue), Danish (proficient), English (proficient), Swedish (intermediate), 
French (beginner) 
 
 
Refereed publications 
 
Publications marked with a star are enclosed for review. 
 
Paggio, P. (2009) The information structure of Danish grammar constructions. In Nordic 
Journal of Linguistics. 32.1, 137–164. Cambridge University Press. 
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Grammars, pp.159–173. Peter Lang Publishing Group. 
 
Jokinen, K., C. Navarretta & P.Paggio (2008) Distinguishing the communicative functions of 
gestures. In Proceedings of the 5th Joint Workshop on Machine Learning and Multimodal 
Interaction, 8-10 September 2008, Utrecht, The Netherlands. Springer LNCS 5237, pp. 38–
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Allwood, J., L. Cerrato, K. Jokinen, C. Navarretta & P. Paggio (2007) The MUMIN Coding 
Scheme for the Annotation of Feedback, Turn Management and Sequencing. In J. C. Martin 
et al. (eds) Multimodal Corpora for Modelling Human Multimodal Behaviour. Special issue 
of the International Journal of Language Resources and Evaluation. Springer. Vol.41, no.3-4, 
pp.273–287.  
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Proceedings of the 1st International Workshop on Typed Feature Structures(TFSG’06). 
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Calzolari et. (eds) Proceedings of the 5th International Conference on Language Resources 
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Conference Companion of the 11th Conference of the European Chapter of the Association 
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Paggio, P (2006c) Representing Information Structure in a Formal Grammar of Danish. In 
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ISSN: 0302-9743. 
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Paggio, P. (2001) Parsing in OntoQuery - Experiments with LKB. In Proceedings of 1st 
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Paggio, P. (2000) Relative Clauses. In Underwood, N. L. (ed.) The LINDA Manual. CST 
Working Papers No. 1, pp. 107–124. 
 
Paggio, P. (1999) NP and Multimodality in the Staging project. In Proceedings of the 1999 
DALF meeting. CST Working Papers No. 3.  Copenhagen, pp. 63–70. 
 
Paggio, P. (1998) Treatment of Grammatical Errors and Evaluation in SCARRIE. In 
Proceedings of the 1998 DALF meeting. Copenhagen, pp. 65–78. 
 
Paggio, P. (1996) “Relative Clauses”, in Linguistic Specifications, for Danish. LINDA 
project report. CST, Copenhagen, pp. 103–126. 
 
Maegaard, B. and Paggio, P. eds. (1996) Final Report.  TEMAA project report. CST, 
Copenhagen. 
 
Ørsnes, B. and Paggio, P. (1994) Maskinoversættelse af substantivkomposita, in Baron, I. 
(ed) NORDLEX-Projektet. Sammensatte substantiver i dansk, Institut for Datalingvistik, 
HHK, pp.135–157. 
 
 
Non-published talks, workshops and demonstrations 
 
Demonstration of MOSES project for ”Danmarks ErhvervsforskningsAkademi”. 
 
“Informationsstruktur og pauser i dansk”, invited talk for the research group ProGram, 
University of Copenhagen. November 2005. 
 
 “The MUMIN annotation scheme for feedback, turn management and sequencing”, talk at 
NodaLida, Joensuu, Finland, April 2005. 
 
 “The information structure of Danish constructions”, poster at the Third International 
Conference on Construction Grammar (ICCG3), Marseilles, July 2004. 
 



“Informationsstruktur i det danske sprog”, invited talk at the Copenhagen Linguistic Circle, 
2004. 
 
“Sprogteknologi og multimodale systemer”, invited talk at the conference Sprogteknologisk 
Forum, Copenhagen, March 13, 2002. 
 
“Developing a Danish grammar in the GRASP project: A construction-based approach to 
topology and extraction in Danish”, talk given at f the 1st International Conference on 
Construction Grammar together with Anne Neville, Berkeley, April 6–8, 2001. 
 
“The extraposition of nominal clauses in Danish. Representational Issues”, HPSG workshop 
at the Copenhagen Business School, 1999. 
 
Demonstration of the SCARRIE correction program at the conference Sproget i informations-
samfundet, Copenhagen 1999. 
 
Demonstrations of the Eurotra-DK system and talks on MT at various international meetings 
and conferences, i.a. Coling ’90 in Helsinki, the Nordic Summer School in Machine 
Translation in Göteborg, and the meetings of the Copenhagen Linguistic Circle, 1990–1997. 
 
 


